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Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are bound to come, but 

woe to anyone through whom they come. 2 It would be better for them to be thrown into the 

sea with a millstone tied around their neck than to cause one of these little ones to stumble. 
3 So watch yourselves.  

“If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive them. 
4 Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you saying 

‘I repent,’ you must forgive them.”  
5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”  
6 He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry 

tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.  
7 “Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the 

servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? 8 Won’t he 

rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; 

after that you may eat and drink’? 9 Will he thank the servant because he did what he was 

told to do? 10 So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, 

‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’” 

 

If you get onto Route 66 which starts ten miles south of here, you can take the road 73 

miles almost to its end and it’ll bring you within walking distance of Arlington National 

Cemetery.  In the middle of the Arlington Cemetery, which spans over 600 acres, there is a large, 

white, marble tomb that’s known as the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  The tomb, which stands 

as a monument and memorial to the thousands of men and women who have died while serving 

in our nation’s armed forces and whose remains were never identified, has been under constant 

guard now for the past 80 years. 

The men and women who guard the tomb come from the 3rd Infantry Regiment of the 

United States Army.  Of those who volunteer for the work, less than twenty percent are accepted 

into training and only a fraction of those pass the training required to become a Tomb Guard.  

Those who do, don’t seek applause, or thanks, or any other kind of reward for their work.  

Instead, they view their work itself as the highest honor they could be given, an opportunity to 

serve those who have fought and died for their freedom. 

Today, as we continue along in the Gospel of Luke, we have a section before us which, at 

first glance, seems almost like a scattering of disconnected teachings all in rapid succession one 

right after another.  In fact, my Greek Bible has as the subject heading for these ten verses: Some 

Things Jesus Said.  Jesus talks about those who lead people astray; He talks about repentance 

and forgiveness; He talks about the power of faith and about the humility with which we as His 

disciples are to serve God.  It may not seem like much of a cohesive unit, but as we step back 

and see these teachings all laid out together, I think the common thread that connects them is that 

they are each a part of our Lord’s instruction for us to meet our call of duty as His disciples.  And 

when we meet that call of duty we discover that it isn’t something we do for praise or 
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acclamation, but rather that it is itself the highest honor, a great privilege, to serve the One who 

gave up His life for our freedom. 

Jesus has just finished telling the parable of the Rich Man and poor Lazarus which He 

targeted toward the Jewish leaders to warn them what was coming if they did not listen to the 

Word of God.  Those who do not pay heed to God’s Word in this life forfeit the one chance they 

have to be led to their Savior from sin.  But even worse than condemning themselves by ignoring 

God’s Word, they were leading other people astray as well. 

So now as Jesus addresses His disciples once again He drives home a point that you 

would think shouldn’t even need mentioning.  Our duty as Christians, as disciples of Christ is not 

to lead people away from Jesus, but rather to lead them to Him.  Let’s listen again to the words 

our Savior spoke:  Things that cause people to stumble are bound to come, but woe to the 

one through whom they come.  It would be better for them to be thrown into the sea with a 

millstone tied around their neck than to cause one of these little ones to sin.  So watch 

yourselves. 

When I was first starting out learning how to drive my mom said something to me that 

really struck me.  She said, “You need to remember that you’re driving a weapon.”  Even at a 

slow speed, a vehicle has the capacity to kill or seriously injure someone if we aren’t careful as 

drivers.  That message really hit home with me, and I think I sat up a little straighter as I realized 

the responsibility I had as a driver and the consequences that could follow if I was careless. 

But you don’t need a car to hurt somebody.  You can be a weapon too, and even deadlier 

than an automobile.  You have the capacity with your words, or your actions, even with 

something as simple as a look on your face to lead some into sin, and to damage their eternal 

relationship with God. 

Now sin is all around in the world.  The better we come to know God’s law the more we 

can see how much the world is filled with it.  But the fact that sin is so rampant doesn’t make it 

any less serious in God’s eyes.  And to anyone who in any way causes anybody, especially 

someone who is weak in their faith, to stumble in their walk of faith and to sin, Jesus says a 

violent death would be better for them than the wrath of God which they deserve for their action.  

So watch yourselves, Jesus says.  Your duty as Christians is to divorce yourselves from sin, not 

lead others into it.   

Luther talks about that continual process of divorcing ourselves from sin in his section on 

baptism in the Small Catechism.  He says that baptism, adoption into the body of Christ, means 

that the old Adam in us should be drowned by daily contrition and repentance, and that all its 

evil deeds and desire be put to death.  It also means that a new person should daily arise to live 

before God in righteousness and purity forever.  Luther recommended making the sign of the 

cross over yourself as you begin each day to remember your baptism as you pray to God 

committing yourself to another day of service to Him.  Remember your baptism, because through 

baptism God gave you the power to resist sin and the power to watch yourself so that you don’t 

lead others into sin. 

Jesus goes on to explain what our duty as Christians is when it comes to sin.  If your 

brother or sister sins, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive them.  Even if they sin 

against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you saying ‘I repent,’ you 

must forgive them.  When it comes to sin, our duty is to deal with it by administering the law 

and the gospel.   

Because those stumbling blocks are bound to come and people are bound to sin, we are 

inevitably going to find ourselves in situations where we become aware of a fellow Christian 
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who is sinning.  When that happens, the first thing we have to do is gently rebuke them by 

administering the law.  That means confronting them and letting them know that what they are 

doing or what they have done is wrong.  Through the law, God sends the Holy Spirit to work in 

people the conviction that what they have done is sinful.  When that conviction, that sorrow over 

sin, leads to repentance, then it is our duty and our privilege to administer the gospel.  When 

someone confesses their sins to us we are able to share with them the message of the Gospel, that 

their sins are forgiven because Jesus paid for them on the cross. 

It’s our duty to share that gospel forgiveness every time someone repents of their sins, 

even if that sin is against you, even if happens seven times in one day.  Seven doesn’t seem like a 

very big number, but even by the third or fourth time in one day that someone comes to ask for 

forgiveness, our selfish, sinful nature starts thinking, “what about me?” and the temptation arises 

to withhold that gospel message of forgiveness. 

Seven doesn’t seem like a very big number, compared to the number times I have sinned 

against God in the course of one day.  But as I turn to Him again and again to ask Him for 

forgiveness, He never stops forgiving me.  Not after three or four times, not after seven, never.  

He always extends the gospel message that my sins are forgiven through Jesus, that my guilt is 

washed away because Jesus paid for my sins on the cross.  My duty, our duty is to proclaim that 

same, unceasing forgiveness whenever our brothers and sisters in this family of believers come 

to us to confess their sins. 

It’s an area where we’ve stumbled in the past, isn’t it?  So just like the apostles, we pray 

Lord, increase our faith!  God promises to strengthen and increase our faith as we read, hear, 

and remember His Word.  He promises to increase our faith as we receive His body and blood in 

the Lord’s Supper.  But what He reminds us here is that while we certainly have room for 

spiritual growth, that’s no excuse for not properly administering the law and the gospel, or not 

dealing with a repentant sibling in Christ correctly. 

If you have even the smallest amount of faith—if you have faith the size of a mustard 

seed—you can do great things.  Being willing to forgive someone seven times a day does not call 

for a greater faith than what we already have; it simply calls for us to do what God has 

commanded us to do.   

Finally, Jesus tells His disciples a parable.  He says, Suppose one of you has a servant 

plowing or looking after the sheep.  Will he say to the servant when he comes in from the 

field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’?  Won’t he rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get 

yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? 

Will he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do?  So you also, when you 

have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have 

only done our duty.’ 

Even doing our duty as Christians can lead to more temptations.  That selfish, sinful 

nature wants to be rewarded for everything we do.  How many of us have been in the position 

when things in our life are not going as smoothly as we’d like, and in frustration, we’ve cried 

out, or at least thought in our heads, “God, I’m doing all that you’ve asked me to do!  Is it too 

much to ask for You to throw me a bone, here?” 

We shouldn’t look for praise or commendation or some kind of reward for doing what 

God has commanded us to do because we’re simply doing our duty.  Now, if we were to perform 

above and beyond the call of duty, then that might be something worthy of reward.  But when we 

hold ourselves up to the ideal perfection that God demands of us, there isn’t one of us here who 

has even come close to going above or beyond the call of duty. 
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At the end of the day, we are all unworthy servants.  Whatever good we may have done is 

simply a part of our meeting the call of duty which God has assigned to us and we merit nothing 

for ourselves by carrying it out.  That’s where our text ends, but don’t worry, I’m not going to 

leave you there.  Jesus told this parable to discourage us from thinking highly of ourselves for 

doing our duty as Christians.  And it works because we realize that, just like the servant in the 

parable, we deserve no reward from our master, God, for meeting our call to duty. 

We may be like the servant in the parable, but God is not like the master in the parable.  

God is like the master we saw eight weeks ago in Luke 12 who dresses himself for service, bids 

his servants to sit down, and then comes and waits on them.  God is the master who came into 

this world, stooping down to our level, endured humiliation and scorn from His own Creation, 

and then gave up His life so that He could give us the greatest reward there is: salvation—

forgiveness from our sins and eternal life—not because we in any way earned or deserved it, but 

simply because He loves us. 

That is why we rejoice to be able to serve Him.  Recognizing that we are unworthy 

servants, we welcome the grace He has given us.  We take the mustard seed of faith that He has 

planted in hearts—a faith that trusts that He has forgiven us from our sins—and we put it into 

action, rising to the call of duty to forgive our brothers and sisters when they confess their sins to 

us, and taking care not to anything that might cause those brothers and sisters to stumble. We 

recognize that the opportunity to serve the Lord who gave His life for our freedom, is itself the 

highest honor. 

Thanks be to God for the mercy and love He has graciously given us.  To Him who loves 

us and has freed us from our sins by His blood and has made us to be a kingdom and 

priests to serve His God and Father—to Him be glory and power for ever and ever (Rev 

1:5-7). 

Amen. 

 


